BROADMEAD EXPANSION ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS - Update 6

The 18th century was a time of increased prosperity resulting

from the industrial revolution and the population became more

prosperous. This success led to a population explosion, leading

to the expansion of the city eastwards over the floodplain.

The ground level was raised to prevent flooding and many new streets
including Penn Street, were laid out. Many nonconformist communities
floutished in the area, and in 1753 the Calvinist Penn Street Tabernacle
was built by the famous preacher George Whitefield. Beneath the
building lay a crypt, under which many leading members of the
Tabernacle’s congregation were ultimately to be buried.

At an early stage in the excavations, it became clear
that individuals buried inside the Tabernacle vaults
represented the upper echelons of the local 18th

and 19th-century community. The burials showed that
these people may have led hard lives but had achieved a good
standard of living by the end of their lives. The coffins were
decorated with felts held in place by hundreds of small studs,
together with ornate handles and name-plates.
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bricks to form a roughly coffin shape.
They appeared to have had no clear
markers on the ground to show their
position, although one gravemarker
was revealed. The chambers had

been built so that multiple burials
could be placed inside, for family
members to be buried together.

For further information on the Broadmead excavations please visit the Cotswold Archaeology website:
www.cotswoldarch.org.uk

For further details on the Broadmead Expansion development please visit:
www.bristolcitycentre.com

The Tabemacle excavations (bottom left, within the green fence)




